Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 JIDDA 06210 140718Z 

14 

ACTION VO-03 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO SCA-01 CU-04 CIAE-00 FBIE-00 

INSE-00 NSAE-00 H-02 /021 W 

099172 

R 140645Z SEP 76 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5852 

UNCLAS JIDDA 6210 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CVIS, SA 

SUBJECT: FURTHER MFA INQUIRY ABOUT A-2 VISAS 
REF: JIDDA 6081 

1 . MFA UNDERSECRETARY AMBASSADOR AL MANSOURI ASKED 
AMBASSADOR PORTER SEPTEMBER 13 IF EMBASSY HAD RECEIVED 
REPLY TO HIS MINISTRY'S REQUEST THAT SAUDI OFFICIAL 
STUDENTS GOING TO THE STATES BE ISSUED A-2 VISAS FOR AT 
LEAST TWO MORE MONTHS. 

2. AMBASSADOR PORTER SAID A REPLY HAD NOT BEEN RECEIVED, 

AND THE SAG SHOULD BE AWARE THAT SINCE THE ISSUE INVOLVED 
LEGAL AND LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATIONS, THE CHANCE OF A 
QUICK REPLY WAS LESS THAN IF THE QUESTION WAS BEING 

HANDLED ENTIRELY WITHIN THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH. HE MADE CLEAR THE 
PROBLEMS THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH FACED ON THIS ISSUE, AND SAID HE 
COULD NOT BE OPTIMISTIC. 

3. MANSOURI SAID HE UNDERSTOOD, AND THAT HE WOULD 
RECOMMEND THAT PRINCE SAUD DISCUSS THE NERD FOR AN EXTENDED 
PERIOD OF A-2 COVERAGE FOR SAUDI STUDENTS WHEN HE MEETS 
WITH SECRETARY KISSINGER LATER IN SEPTEMBER. 
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